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SECRET SPY 
CENTRES 1 :■ 
REVEALE©! 

Unions protest at 
GC HQ stations 


By MAURICE WEAVER Industrial Stall 
A COMPREHENSIVE list- of the seven main | 
Government intelligence OutstatiQns in 
Britain, whose functions were previously 
regarded as secret, was’ ‘issued, last night by 
the Council ,of Civil Service Unions. 

Tt is part of the council’s campaign of 
opposition to the trade union ban affecting 
the Cheltenham-based spy network and, is .. 
intended to;- inform journalists of a 
programme of planned protest, meetings. 

While publication of , the list of outstations 
was regarded with dismay by- the security - 
authorities — who are increasingy.-hof rifled; at .. 
the limelight” being shed or. tr.elr operations , 

there was ‘ a- widespread feeling among • 

M Psion both sides of; the House and within 
the unions that, this was an inevitable result.^ 
of the controversy over the ban on unions at.,. 


G C H Q,. Cheltenham. 


Pnrliahfenl — P12 ; .. 

I lie news release gave y criticism — Back Page 

details. of- a programme of 1 or) : __L_ 

meetings of staff' aft ected . . 

bv the union ban, the first,., security reasons; from speaking 
of which look place-i-at;?-' publicly against the m ° ve - 

Cheltenham yesterday ,« 

The notice adds tj Fur^ determined to'pur$ue a cJpan ’'- 
Ihcr meetings are being . an d . responiibfe ^ 'campaign 

■vmrntmamgfiS&SSi 

their Press Office to put oyt the 

But Mr Peter Jones,' secret 
, tarv of the councii, said Ji." It 
• was - the ;f Government 'Wio 
» .-■» .caUrted- this-har»--ruiu»ing--*|od- 
rW'*' i 8 thc‘ blame ;f or ysudi occurwcea-i 
A Foreign and_G^mo^wepJth ^Wst';mevitab^J» ( latf 
Office spokesman said it was a ° or .J7* 

time thnt these outstations had" Mr" Jdrres*'said '•the-siv ovit 
been publicly identified in this service unions involved had 
wav ■ ..members.-- at- -tbc^ ^locations 

r - Enabled 1 - whose -Interests itywn* 
M»*t of them are fairly un- ; , hii duty ,„ip r( ,t5ti I? s f-N 
iceptional On appearance .and. . re, vcrt =-’alfecteil''ti 


has stations.” 

It tlicii lists them. 

F itrst public 

idenlffietition 


have traditionally 
tiicir anonymity. 


cherished 


TKev- 'were’-atfected- V Ttic 

'ho “unions '***, ruling— and— pro- 
test meetings would, be called. 


The outslations named, ^e:, r »Once you/get into , this kind, 
fulfil head in Cornwall, Cheadle,-' -df’ 'business • there Ms' no' way' 
Stalls; Blctchk-y. Bucks; Scar- VO u. C an ’control it.” he asserted, 
borough, York?: llawklaw, Fife; unions we -have" been 

Brora in Sutherland; and Budc. _ tr yj n g desperately froipjtfiq 
Cornwall- start , to act responsibly t under 

Most are believed to ie.cd jcbhsidvrable ; provocation froip! 
material direct to Cheltenham jhc Government, 
for. analysis and, if necessary. « Wc havc ma< Je it plain that 
dc-codina. • . • .wc \don;t knqw. .hqw.. many. 

One Of those location?, ; that p CO p| e are employed at'Chcl- 

« ■" i .. nuimnns f nr- lcnJlam pn( J wc don’t kllOW 

what many of our members 
there actually do. 

“I .do know whete ' some of 
the. .overseas’ outstations [are, 
and wild horses wouldn't drag 
it out of me. 

“But in this case wc have 


a led" in the Commons* dur- 
al 'Cheadle, had in fact been 
ing the day bv Mr Dennis 
Skinner, the' Left-wing Labour 
M P tor. Bolsover, . , 

.Mr Skinner complained- 

during Commons exchanges 
about the exclusion of trad- 
unions that a local union officii, ( 
at Cheadle. had ben banned for t 


Spy centres revealed 

people in. British places of work of Action " throughout the Civil 
relying on us to protect their Service ; in protest at - the 1 bah. 
interests. • " - But. the. Council of -Civil Ser- 

"Winning public, support . is vice Unions. , later emphasised 
part of that process' so wc have that this would not be an all- 
to have local - meetings to get* 'hnt~ttoppage,”btJt“tnor<r llKbly 
our message across.” . a -series- of ipontaneous ral- 

lies,); walk-outs ‘ a^d' r-jprQtesj 
Tory defends meetings* oationwld^-^^/.^ -.: 

' ■ ' lol^y tjliy 

union action union f member*: is^plahped. for 

— ' ’ . Fettrturj#^ *-V < a 

Mr John Gorst (C. Hendon " ' The- Goventmeh^has- nomin- 
N.). a member -of the Select ated.- March - 1- «;> 4he"“ deb d- 
Conunittee on . .Eemplovment line ’ ’.for.: ’.civil.' ,scfvants .. at 
and a critic of the Government’s -G.C H Q to' «igh' thtf.'.option-form 
handling of the Cheltenham acquiescing . to. the.,; withdrawal 
affair, last night expressed the of "their union-. •fights- and 
vf»w that the union action was accepting -.the- £1,099, T 0I * 1 P cnsa ' 
" perfectly legitimate.” tory offer.' * 

He said-: " If rtieir members 
in these outstations had .not 
been’ directly affected by the 
ruling it would- have been a 
different matter. 

“ But as they are, it seems to 
me they are perfectly justified 
in doing . what they have. 

"If people’s .trade union 
rights are being removed, then 
it is perfectly- legitimate that 
we should know from where 
those rights 4 arc being 
removed." 

At yesterday’s mass meeting 
in Cheltenham’s Pit ville ‘ Pump 
Booms, about 750 staff -from the 
town’s" two Communications 
Headquarters establishments 
were told that Tuesday, Feb. 28 
had been designated as a " Day 
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